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to advance our armies into the Danubian Principalities" was     1853
dated 26 June.   No communication from Constantinople could      ----
have reached St. Petersburg in time to arrest the Manifesto,    'ET' 66 and that document once published the Czar could not draw back.
Lord Stratford lost no time in carrying out the new plan of a Note combined with a Protest against the occupation. On 15 July the Protest was printed.    It contained the prin- CL. cipal ideas of Lord Clarendon's instruction of 18 June, and  I was agreed to by the four representatives assembled in council, 16 July, at the British Palace.   The Internuncio acquiesced in the abandonment of his original fusion suggestion " on account of the delay and consequent change of circumstances."    He and his French and Prussian colleagues seemed to believe in " a marked  improvement in the disposition of the Russian Government."    The four  agreed in  advising  the Porte  to send to Count Nesselrode, together with the Protest, copies of the firmans confirming the privileges of the non-Musulman subjects of Turkey, and they offered to transmit the Porte's communication to Russia by way of Vienna, and to write to their colleagues at St. Petersburg on the subject    On 20 July they met again, this time in conference with Reshid Pasha, and a letter was adopted to be addressed by the latter to Count Nesselrode, in company with the Protest and the firmans.    They were all despatched post-haste to Vienna on the  E.P. II. same day, and followed on the 23rd by a supplementary Note  l8 or projet de convention guaranteeing the enjoyment of the spiritual privileges confirmed by the firmans and promising to accord in future to the Greek Church " such other privileges  n. 38, 39 and immunities as it may hereafter please his Majesty to grant to any other sect whatever of his Christian subjects."    A General Council on the 24th approved the whole of this arrangement, which was declared to be of the nature of an Ultimatum on the part of Turkey.    The most jealous scrutiny of these various documents can only elicit the fact that they contain all that the  Porte could reasonably be expected to concede, and  all that Russia had originally demanded  in her communications with the Great Powers.    The language of the  I. 368 Protest, whilst dignified, was eminently conciliatory.